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head of that tribe; he might he ahout sixty years of age,
and had truly the air of a chieftain. He was robust in body
and very healthy. He used to be drest in a shirt without
sleeves, dyed red; round his neck he wore an ornament of
the purest gold, six times double, like large corals; on his
hand he wore a ring, also his ears were pierced and full of
jewels and gold; finally, on his left wrist he wore a certain
shining stone like a mirror, said to be a preserver of the
sight. At the time that the Spaniards entered that country,
a chief governed this province called Baltacho, who was very
much respected and had great authority over his vassals j
when people went to visit him he never rose on his feet,
except when he saw Colonchie. But no means wore ever
found to induce this latter cacique to listen to the law
of God; so that one day when I heard his master say to
him: " Colonchie, I insist on thy becoming a Christian,1' he
answered that on no account would he do so, adding: " Sir,
I am now too old to become a Christian: take my children,
teach them whatever you please, they may serve you in your
own way, but I will not abandon the law of my forefathers,"
These people sometimes draw five or six of their upper teeth,
and when asked their reason for so doing, they answer "That
it is for beauty's sake (lofanno per bellezza}" They wear
a small shirt without sleeves, like the natives of Puerto
Viefo. From motives of decency they wear a cotton band
round their middle, one end of which hangs down behind
nearly to the ground, like a horse's tail. The women wear
a cloth bound round (un drappo groppito) their waxatj and
hanging half way down their legs.
The natives of this province serve the Spaniard** who
inhabit the town of Guaiaquil, and which they had first
built in a plain on the banks of the Chiono, forty miles from
the sea-shore. But in that vicinity there are some wonder-
ful and frightful plains, wild districts covered with water or
tangled woods, infested by an incredible number of crocodile**.